
Gebsral John Buchanan.

^srQnQral John Buchanan belonged to the Presbyterian C-j^urch in his in^

herited faith, the on^y Buchanan deviating from this belief was his Ee-

volutionary soldier ^clo, Captain, John Buchanan, who with two oth^

ers.gavQ land and brick and built the First MethodiibtChurch of Winnsbo-
ro.

In 1848 General Buchanan purchased65 acres in the northern end of

Winnsboro, a high eminance which was the homo site of t(^Q late Mino\"
V/inn, and called by Winn "Malve rn Hill". Here he erected a large hand

some home using mncfe native granite in the first story and in fine
terraces to the gardens surrounded by granit^walls and picket fences

s upp ort ing
enclosing gardens of formal planting shaded by tall trees. Here he

lived, and passed his last years.

()



GEMRAL JOHN BUCHANAN

OF

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

General John Bnchanan was a signer of the Ordi

nance OF Secession. He was born August 9, 1790 in

FAIRFIELD County, and died April 2, 1862.

The Buchanan Clan is an ancient and honorable

one and is of Celtic origin, but the family history

OF THE Buchanan ancestors is traced clearly back to

Biblical times and this record is in the Archives in

London, England. It included in the British Isles

MANY MEN OF BRILLIANT MIND, SOLDIERS OF FAME, NOTED

PROFESSIONAL MEN AND STATESMEN. ThEIR SCOTTISH HOLD

INGS THEY SOLD OR ABANDONED AND THEY CAME FROM BALLY-

MENA, IrelandpTO America. Their acres lay in Honteith

AND Lennox and near the Lochs Katrine and Lomond.

One of the castles and its lands was called Blairdusk.

Before the family came over to America they were

PEOPLE OF CULTURE. ThEY WERE NOT COVENANTERS AS IS

SHOWN BY THEIR FINE FURNISHINGS, OIL PORTRAITS AND

LIBRARIES. Captain John Buchanan wore knee britches

AND BUCKLES ON HIS SHOES, THE TRAPPINGS OF A GENTLE-



Buchanan stayznq nith John until hostilities broke

OUT WITH THE JHOTHER GOUNTRY, WHEN THEY RETURNED TO

England to enter the Kings' arhy. To General Buchanan

THERE WERE THREE UNCLES, BROTHERS, JOHN AND RoBERT

Buchanan hentioned above, and the oldest, brother^

yILL I ANi WHO STAYED IN IRELAND AND DIED THERE.

Gretghton Buchanan, the father of General Buchanan

WAS THE youngest OF THE FOUR BuCHANAN BROTHERS, AND

HE AND HIS WIFE CANE TO AnERICA AND FaIRFIELD GoUNTY

IN 1778. Greighton was born in Ireland in 1760, and

DIED IN FAIRFIELD GoUNTY 1623. HiS FIRST WIFE, THE

NOTHER OF GENERAL BuCHANAN, WAS BORN IN IRELAND 1760,

AS Nary Nilliken, and her first husband was Valentine.

She died in Fairfield Gounty in 1614. General John

Buchanan was one of three children of this couple,

HE BEING THE ONLY SON.

The other children wbre! Rachel, who harried

John NcNaster, and Nartha Buchanan. Later Greighton

REHARRIED TO ELIZABETH ShITH, THE WIDOW StEWART.

General Buchanan's half sisters and brothers were:

Dr. Robert Augustus Buchanan, harried Rebecca Glaudia

Woodwardj Galvin Buchanan of Texas; Elizabeth



NAN, UNTIh HIS DEATH.

An ancestor is George Buchanan, the scholar,

WHO IS ALSO AN ANCESTOR OF PRESIDENT JaNES BuCHANAN

OF THE United States of Aherica.

The first Buchanans of the line of General

John Buchanan to set foot on American soil were two

UNCLES, John Buchanan (who la/ter was the well known

Revolutionary captain, and also who was the first

HAN TO GREET, SHARE HIS TENT AND BODY-SERVANT WITH

Lafayette when he embarked at Georgetown, South Caro

lina), AND Robert Buchanan, Lieutenant in the Revo

lution, WHO HAD THE FIRST CLASSICAL SCHOOL IN CHARLES

TON, AND WAS THE MOVING INSPIRATION FORTWRMING HISTORIC

Ht. Zion Institute in Winnsboro. These two with

GREAT UNCLES OF GENERAL BuCHANAN ON THE GRANDMOTHER 's

SIDE - Phillips - came to Charleston in 1770, all

PAYING THEIR PASSAGE ON SHIP-BOARD.

John Buchanan, the uncle above-mentioned,

TOOK OUT LAND GRANTS IN THE WESTERN PART OF FaIR-

FiELD County adjoining the acres of the well-known

WiNN FAMILY, THE PhILLIPS GREAT UNCLES OF GENERAL



Buchanan harried HcKinney Elliott.

General John Buchanan harried Harriett Yonoue,

DAUGHTER OF A FaIRFT ELD CoUNTY PRESBYTERIAN HINI8TER,

Sahuel Yongue. They had four children: John Nilli-

KIN Buchanan harried Eugenia Felder; Sahuel Y.

Buchanan (adhitted to the Bar Hay 17, 1848); ¥illiah

Greighton Buchanan, who died in the Gonfederate War;

Ann Buchanan, who harried Doctor Edward Palher,

These three sons of General Buchanan graduated

AT THE South Carolina College as did their father in

1811. The sons: John Hilliken Buchanan was class

1842; Sahuel Y. Buchanan class 1846; Williah Creigh-

ton class 1852.

John Hilliken Buchanan is the father of the

LATE Jahes Paul Buchanan of Texas, Senior Congress^

HAN. For over twenty-five years he was a shining

LEGAL LIGHT IN WASHINGTON. He WAS ChAIRHAN OF THE

House Appropriations Cohhittee. He harried Ehha

Nicholson. Congresshan Jahes Paul Buchanan had a

SON, Jahes P., Junior, who lives in Washington and

HARRIED Hiss Collier. They have two children, Jahes



Paul III, and Ann Buchanan.

In JfANY HISTORIES WRITTEN BEFORE THE ADVENT

OF THE BIRTH OF GENERAL JOHN BuCHANAN, AND AFTERWARDS,

IN THE ANNALS OF HISTORY IN SoUTH CAROLINA AND ELSE

WHERE IS FOUND KINSNEN OF HIS PROMINENT IN THE PRO

FESSIONS OF MEDICINE AND LAW, THE BATTLEFIELD AND IN

THE LINE OF THE HUMANITIES. The "HiSTORY ON THE

¥axhaws" mentions his son-in-law. Doctor Edward Pal-

MERi And the orandson, Wallace Palmer is written

UP IN DETAIL.

General Buchanan graduated from the old South

Carolina College in 1611. He taught school in BsAUf-

FORT one YEARi AfTSRWARDS HE READ LAW AND OPENED A

LAW OFFICE IN WiNNSBORO IN THE BUILDING NOW HOUSING

THE TOWN PAPER, "NSWS AND HeRALd".

A GREAT ADVOCATE OF LEARNING HIS THREE SONS
\ . •.

GRADUATED AT HIS AlMA KaTER; AND HE AND HIS FAMILY

ENCOURAGED AND SUPPORTED HISTORIC Nt. ZiON INSTITUTE

OR College of which was said by Robert Hills,

MAN of note in SoUTH CAROLINA THAT DID NOT PASS

THROUGH ITS HALLS DURING ITS FLOWEr". HiS FAMILY



AIDED GREATLY IN THE CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL LIFE

OF UlNNSBORO.

A HAN OF PROFOUND HINDJ THE HIGHEST TYPE OF

HUMAN CHARACTER, GREAT DIGNITY AND HIGH IDEALS HE

STUDIED MUCH. He RAN FOR GOVERNOR IN 1660 AGAINST

HIS FRIEND AND FAMILY CONNECTION, JOHN H, NeANS,

LOSING BY ONE VOTE IT IS SAID BECAUSE THE GENERAL

SPOKE FIRST AT THE MEETING AND PRESENTED TOO DEEP A

SPEECH FOR THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE AVERAGE CITIZENS

General Buchanan died April 2, 1862 and his

REMAINS WITH THAT OF HIS WIFE ARE INTERRED IN THE

Presbyterian Cemetery in Winnsboro.

With two exceptions all the children of General

John Buchanan's son, John Nillikin Buchanan and his

WIFE, Eugenia Felder lived and died in Texas. Adele

Buchanan married Doctor h. 6. Salley of Orangeburg

AND THEY HAD FIVE DAUGHTERS, THREE MARRIED. OnE IS

Mrs. Heyward Gibbes of Columbia. The youngest son

OF John Nillikin Buchanan was James Paul Buchanan,

Congressman.



Frou "History of the Buchanan Family of Fair-

field County" by Louise HcHaster is quoted, "Hr,

Robertson read the following resolution immediately,

AND IT WAS unanimously AGREED TO• ReSOLVED THAT THIS

Convention has heard with emotion and profound sorrow

AND REGRET THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DEATHS OF GENERAL

John Buchanan, Col* John H, Neans, Maj» ¥m, S* Lyles

WHO AT THE TIME OF THEIR DEATHS WERE MEMBERS OF THIS

Convention from the District of Fairfield^ Resolved

THAT THE CONVENTION TENDER TO THE RESPECTIVE FAMILIES

AND RELATIVES OF THE DECEASED THE EXPRESSION OF SYM

PATHY IN THESE AFFLICTING EVENTS. CoPY OF THE SAME

SENT families". FrOM JOURNAL OF SoUTH CAROLINA CON

VENTION OF 1660-61-62, Page 403.

The official positions held by General Buchanan

WERE AS follows:

Enlisted in the War of 1612 October 1614 in Felder's

Battalion, South Carolina Silitias promoted to Ad

jutant November 1, 1614.

1619 Commissioner of Equity

1622 Commissioner and Register



1818-1839

1840-1856

1828-1830

1830-1854

1859-1862

1845-1861

1852

I

1860-1861

1849-1853

1849-1852

1860-1862

Hembbr of the Leojslature

Nember of the State Senate

Brig, General State Militia, 6th Division

(This as others of that time did not men

tion FIRST name)

Maj, General State Militia, 6th Bivsion,

THEN 3d,

President Mt, Zion Society

Trustee South Carolina College

Member State Convention to appoint dele

gates TO Southern Congress

Member of the Secession Convention

Director of South Carolina and Charlotte

Railroad

Commissioner of South Carolina Railroads

to act for the State,

Director of Planters Bank of Winnsboro


